[Evaluation of advanced non-small-cell lung cancer (ANSCLC) chemotherapy in routine practice].
Patients in ANCCLC chemotherapy-trials are not representative of the general lung cancer population. The purpose of this study was to describe the ANCCLC population routinely treated by chemotherapy in a general hospital, and to assess the results of chemotherapy in this population. All newly diagnosed IIIB/IV ANCCLC chemotherapy-treated patients over a three-year period were prospectively assessed for response rate, toxicity and survival. Seventy seven patients (70% stage IV, 69% PS 1/0, 30% with cerebral metastases, 60% ineligible for major lung trials) received first-line chemotherapy (cisplatine or paraplatine with vinorelbine) with tumor control in 31 (40%) and symptom improvement in 20 (26%) patients. 17 (22%) patients experienced febrile neutropenia. 33 (43%) patients received second line chemotherapy (gemcitabine) with tumor control in 12 (36%) and symptom improvement in 9 (27%) patients. Overall median survival was 7 months and 30% patients were alive at 1 year. Routinely ANCCLC chemotherapy-treated patients in our center have poor prognostic factors and many comorbidities. Chemotherapy results in tumor control in 43% patients, - of whom two thirds have symptom improvement -, with a high rate of febrile neutropenia.